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The Grosse Pointe Library Foundation is a non-profit 501c(3) organization.

Fostering 
the Library 
of Tomorrow

The Grosse Pointe Li-
brary Foundation has 
raised funds for mul-
tiple projects and im-

provements throughout the 
years for our amazing library 
system. Most recently, Founda-
tion donors were able to help 
purchase a delivery van, sup-
port the creation of the beau-
tiful plaza at Central, enhance 
the lighting at the Ewald 
branch, updates at the Woods 
branch, and much more.

This year, our annual appeal 
and Masquerade for the Stacks 
will be raising funds for the 
expansion of the youth room 
at Central. The Library’s capital 
project, Library Re-imagined 
Phase II, will focus on expan-

sion of the entire branch. The 
Foundation will be providing 
support through our generous 
donors to improve the youth 
services area. 

Those improvements will 
include:
•  Twice as much space for 

youth services
•  Creation of “quiet” and 

“loud” zones to provide 
multiple forms of play and 
engagement

•  Dedicated story time area
•  Interactive play wall
•  Dedicated “lounge” area for 

tweens
•  Creation of a separate teen 

area distinct from youth or 
adult services

•  Creation of a large event 
room by the main entrance 
that supports expanded 
programs for all ages and 
can serve as a study space 
when not in use for dedi-
cated events

The overall renovation and 
expansion at Central Branch 
will retain the beloved ex-
isting mid-century aesthetic 
and builds upon the com-
munity’s commitment to pre-

serving this nationally recog-
nized historic treasure.

Any donation to the Grosse 
Pointe Library Foundation 
from now until June 30, 
2022 will be matched (up to 
$250,000) through the Adele 
Huebner Matching Grant Pro-
gram. Please consider sup-
porting your Library and help-
ing ensure the Grosse Pointes 
will continue to be home to a 
world class library system! 



T he Grosse Pointe 
Library Foundation 
welcomed three 
new board mem-

bers at an outdoor gather-
ing on September 16. These 
enthusiastic and experi-
enced individuals bring with 
them different skill sets but 
the shared passion for the 
Grosse Pointe Public Library 
and our community. Each 
will serve a three-year term, 
through July 2024. 

Stuart Dow grew up in 
Detroit and graduated from 
U-M with a B.A. in history 
and an M.B.A. in corporate 
� nance. His professional ex-
perience includes Ford Motor 
Company and Merrill Lynch, 
where he worked for 37 
years. Stuart is a very active 
volunteer in the community, 
working with organizations 
that focus on children, edu-
cation, literacy, and helping 
the less fortunate. He con-
tinues to coach youth soccer, 
now in his 43rd year. Stuart 

and his late wife, Therese, 
were married for 43 years 
and have two daughters and 
eight grandchildren. 

Nancy Gandelot has more 
than 20 years of fundraising 
and corporate development 
experience at many organi-
zations, most recently at CNS 
Healthcare / Northeast Inte-
grated Health, where she leads 
all marketing and outreach ac-

tivities and manages the fund 
development and grant strate-
gies. Nancy grew up in Grosse 
Pointe and attended South 
High School. She graduated 
with a B.A. in journalism from 
Indiana University. 

Carly Russell has expe-
rience in property manage-
ment and holds a B.S. in 
psychology from Oakland 
University. She is a lifelong 

Grosse Pointer and is raising 
her three children here. She 
holds a special af� nity for the 
Central branch, saying “the li-
brary is one of the � rst places 
I could ride my bike to, by 
myself, in elementary school 
and where I studied with my 
friends in high school. I’m ex-
cited to be part of the next 
chapter of the Grosse Pointe 
Public Library.”
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You can help us achieve our ambi-
tious funding goals by becoming 
a member of the Grosse Pointe 
Library Foundation Legacy Circle.  
Here are some simple yet impact-
ful ways to join:

BEQUEST BY WILL OR TRUST
•  An easy way to make a lasting gift to the Library is to 

make a bequest through your will or trust. By simply 
including information in your estate planning doc-
uments, you can easily establish a charitable fund 
(or add to an existing fund) at the Foundation that 
speaks to your charitable intentions. The bequest 
can be for a specific dollar amount, a percentage of 
your estate or residue of the estate.

•  Following is an example of bequest language 
you may want to share with your attorney:

•  “I give and devise to the Grosse Pointe Library 
Foundation, located in Grosse Pointe Farms, MI, all 
(or state a dollar amount or percentage) of the rest, 
residue and remainder of my estate, both real and 
personal, to be used for its general support.”

RETIREMENT PLAN
•  Naming the Foundation as one of the benefi-

ciaries of your retirement plan – such as IRA, 
Keogh, 401(k) and 403(b) – is an opportunity to 
benefit the Library AND your heirs. These assets 
are the most heavily taxed; so it may be more ef-
fective for you to transfer assets to a tax-exempt 
organization, such as the Foundation, and leave 
assets not subject to income tax for your heirs.  

•  For those who have required minimum distribu-

tions from a retirement plan, a gift today to the 
Foundation will not be counted against your in-
come in the year the donation is made though it 
cannot be taken as a charitable deduction.   

LIFE INSURANCE
•  By naming the Foundation as a beneficiary of your 

life insurance policy, you can make a much larger gift 
than what you possibly could make during your life-
time. There are a number of di� erent ways you can gift 
a life insurance policy. You can irrevocably name the 
Foundation as the owner of an existing policy, deduct 
a calculated value of the policy as a charitable gift or 
choose to name the Grosse Pointe Library Foundation 
as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy that you 
continue to own. Charitable gifts made to the Founda-
tion to pay any future premiums are eligible for a tax 
deduction in the year the gifts are made.

Grosse Pointe Library Foundation Legacy Circle

Grosse Pointe Library Foundation’s Federal Tax ID Number: 81-0611048
Be sure to consult your legal or tax advisor on how specific rules may apply to your situation.

From left to right: Executive Director Beth Vernon, Project Coordinator Paige Domzalski, Treasurer Andy Spearman, Nancy Gandelot, Bob 
Allen, President Andrea Abram, Gary Colett, Prudence Cole, Roger Hull, Stuart Dow, Carly Russell, Secretary Annette Cataldi, Library Director 
Jessica Keyser, Susan Larsen.  Not pictured- Greg Bowens, Sandy MacMechan, John Minnis, and Paige Peabody.
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IS BACK! 

W e are so pleased to be 
able to gather once 
again to support the 
Grosse Pointe Public 

Library as we celebrate the power 
of the library to bring our commu-
nity together. 

Join us on October 23, 2021 for 
this fun and festive event, featuring 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, dinner, 
entertainment and a very lively auc-
tion! Some of the amazing items in-

clude a getaway to a Maine retreat, 
a fully stocked beverage cart with 
a monthly cocktail subscription, a 
shopping spree gift package to Ate-
lier GP, and much more! Help to 
make a direct and meaningful im-
pact as we raise money for the ex-
pansion of the youth room at Cen-
tral Branch. 

This year we will honor the mem-
ory of longtime GPPL supporter 
and GPLF board member, George R. 

McMullen, Jr. George gave so much 
to this community. His positive out-
look, humor and genuine care and 
concern for his community proved 
invaluable and he is greatly missed. 
It is � tting to honor George at an 
event he wouldn’t have missed. 

If you’d like to attend Masquerade 
for the Stacks, please visit gplf.org 
or call 313.640.4683.
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10 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

MISSION
The Grosse Pointe Library Foundation is a 
non-pro� t organization dedicated to enhancing 
the services and ensuring the � nancial stability 
of the Grosse Pointe Library System.

Key Characteristics:
  Effective advocacy for support of the Grosse 
Pointe Libraries

  Dedicated commitment to raising private 
donor funding

  Rigorous transparency, stewardship, and 
growth of all monies raised

  Outstanding public accountability and 
transparency with sustained public trust
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